
 Fish & Wildlife Board Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, May 30, 2012 

 

 

The Fish & Wildlife Board held a meeting on Wednesday, May 30, 2012 at St. Leo’s Hall located on 

109 South Main Street Waterbury VT 05671. 

 

Attendees: 

 

Board Members:  Brian Ames, Chair; Ed Gallo, Vice Chair; Craig Nolan, Craig Lantagne, Justin 

Lindholm, Jeffrey Salvador, Robert Shannon, Grant Spates, Ronald Wilcox, John Roy, Pete Allard, 

Steve Adams, Gary Gibbs,  Kevin Lawrence, and Craig Greene. 

 

Fish & Wildlife Department Employees: Deputy Commissioner Kim Royar, David Englander (Legal 

Counsel), Col Dave Lecours (Director of Law Enforcement), Mark Scott, (Director of Wildlife), 

Chris Bernier (Wildlife Biologist) Forrest Hammond (Wildlife Biologist) and Mary Diego (Executive 

Staff Assistant) 

 

Members of the Public: Fred and Lila Stevens, Roy Kilburn, Clint Gray 

 

Chairman Brian Ames called the meeting to order at 5:03 p.m. 

 

Approval of April 25, 2012 Meeting Minutes 

 

Gary Gibbs motions to accept the minutes from the April 25 2012 board meeting, Pete Allard seconds 

the motion. The board approved the minutes unanimously. 

 

 

Proposed Bear Management rule second vote: Wildlife Division Director Mark Scott noted that 

the Department has held several meetings since the first vote with members of the Vermont of the 

Bearhound Association and Vermont Federation of Sportsmen’s Clubs.  He thanked in particular 

Butch Spears, Clint Gray and Evan Hughes for their assistance.  Department management staff 

reviewed all comments the board had received and those from their meetings.  Scott noted that the 

changes are outlined in track changes in the emailed version given to the board.  The only substantive 

change in language was restoring the previous wording concerning the ownership of dogs listed on 

permit application.  Scott introduced Wildlife Biologist Forrest Hammond and said he was available 

to answer any biological questions regarding the rule. He then asked Counsel David Englander to 

review language that was changed. These changes can be found in the track changes on the proposed 

bear rule given to the board on May 24, 2012.  

 

Amended Version Vote: Bob Shannon motioned to accept the amended version of the proposed rule, 

Ed Gallo seconds. Grant Spates motions to amend the rule by striking 7.3.   

 

Amendment to amend the amendment: Amend out 7.3 Board vote: 11 voted to strike out section 7.3, 

Bob Shannon opposed, and Justin Lindholm and Ron Wilcox abstained.  

 

The board voted unanimously to pass the amended version of the rule.   

Wildlife Division Director Mark Scott and Deputy Commissioner Kim Royar thanked the Board for 

weathering through this rule making process.  



 

Chairman Brian Ames asked if there was a motion to accept the amended bear rule:  

 Questions were asked about how many sub-permits were allowed by an individual. The Col 

answers it is an unlimited number of sub-permits that an individual can have. More questions 

were asked to clarify the specifics about sub-permits. 

 

Craig Greene motioned to amend the rule to require tooth submission for scientific collection. Ed 

Gallo seconded the motion.  

 

There was discussion about the requirement of mandatory tooth submission for scientific collection.  

 

Vote for mandatory tooth submission: 4 voted for mandatory tooth submission and 9 opposed. The 

motion failed. 

 

Brian Ames asked if there was a motion to accept the amended bear rule: Previously in the meeting 

Bob Shannon motioned, Ed Gallo seconded. 12 members vote in favor, Justin Lindholm opposed. 

Craig Greene abstained.  

 

Scott introduces Biologists Chris Bernier and reviews public involvement and internal review held 

since first vote of the furbearer rule, its purpose and the department’s preferred focus.  

David Englander reviewed language changes in the furbearer rules. Most of the changes were to 

clarifying the intent of information. These changes can be found in the track changes sent to the 

board on May 24, 2012. 

 

Motion to accept the amended furbearer rule: Ed Gallo motioned, Pete Allard seconded. Rule passed 

a second vote unanimously. 

 

 

Kevin Lawrence motioned to allow trapping on dams during the entire beaver trapping season. Gary 

Gibbs seconded: 2 vote in favor, 8 opposed and 4 abstained. Motion fails.  

 

Brian Ames motioned to suspend the discussion until after dinner. The meeting was suspended for 

dinner at: 6:19 PM 

 

Brian Ames called the meeting to order again at 6:47 PM 

 

Brian Ames asked about moving raccoon season earlier? Scott stated that the Fish and Wildlife 

Department would need to do more research before the Department could respond to this issue.  

Englander stated that if we made this change that it would set us (the board) back to a first vote status 

because it is a major change to the rule. Scott stated that we needed more biological research before 

we could respond to this.  

 

Ames stated that he would like the Department to look into this and get back to the board.  

 

The board made a formal request for the Fish and Wildlife Department to review raccoon hunting 

season for a future meeting. They would like the department to look into the options for moving the 

hunting dates, and also moving the training dates.  Members of the board would like to move the 

hunting season ahead by two weeks. 

 



  

Englander will present the LCAR date at the next board meeting.  A board member should attend. 

 

Englander asked the board when they would like the bear rule and furbearer rule to go into effect. 

The Furbearer Rule is less important because it is more of a relaxation on the statute. Furbearer will 

go into effect as soon as legally possible after the third vote.  

 

Petitions received by the board: 

 

1.  Antler Point Restriction: Keep the current antler restriction for three to five years: Scott 

responded that the Department is not comfortable in changing the restrictions at this time. We 

are not going to change it anytime soon. We need collect data before we would make any 

changes to the restrictions in the next couple of years. We revisit this each year. Board 

consensus was to follow the recommendation of the Department. 

2. Fishing access fee: Not in the board’s authority to change or instate.  

3. Flintlock muzzleloader season: Scott responded that the Department is not comfortable in 

changing any of the current seasons. The Department and the Board just last year went 

through a lengthy public process in considering an expansion of the muzzleloader season.  

The Board consensus was to follow the recommendation of the Department. 

 

 Brian Ames will respond to these petitions via email. 

 

Clint Gray from the Vermont Bearhound Association thanked the board and the Department for all of 

the hard work that they have done regarding the bear and furbearer rules.  

 

Roundtable 

 

Allard: on the Dam in Swanton, there is already bumper stickers that say: dam the no damers 

 

Gallo: Feedback from the Apple Tree Bay Fishing area Access was positive.  Looking for 

Department response to baitfish rule, crossbow petition, and would like Paul Hamlin to present again 

on wildlife habitat 

 

Wilcox: Nothing 

 

Lantagne: Look into areas where the board has authority. Should we approach statute differently? 

There is no guarantee for speed. (Steve Adams); Department will bring this up and look into it.  

 

Greene: Petitions that the board receives; he believes that the petitions need more than one signature 

to come before the board. Response is that this is part of the APA process that we cannot change 

 

Salvador: Baitfish, was wondering about crossbow issue?  Maybe discussed in July?  Ames thinks 

that we have some limitations. David is researching this in preparation. Jeff will not be at the next 

board meeting. 

 



Spates: Fern Fontanne, please get in contact with them about the Dunn Property. Craig will email 

Scott with the contact information for Fern. Scott replies that Paul Hamlin is working with U.S. Fish 

and Wildlife Service on management of property.  Scott will have Hamlin contact Fontaine. 

 

Lindholm: Mendon Brook, starting to undo the work that has been done since Irene.  The brook is 

currently transporting a lot of sediment.  

 

Nolan: Important to look at bear tooth rule again, important to follow up on our rules and their 

impacts. Would like to look at the data and how it is affecting the wildlife.  

 

Shannon: Baitfish rule, was wondering if/when it is coming up. (July) Point of sale, the department 

is close to implementing this, requested a presentation for the board to see what it will look like.  

Ames made this a formal request. 

 

Adams: Comment on Raccoon change; it will take a long time if you are looking at a statutory 

change…Legislative process is very lengthy. Maybe looking at a two-year process for us to get the 

authority to change. 

 

Gibbs: Would like to see some kind of schedule that says what we have talked about, and when we 

will revisit these issues so that things do not fall through the cracks.  

 

Lawrence: Would like to know if we can do anything as private citizens to aid the removal of the 

Swanton Dam. 

 

Legislative update: no new news  

 

Motion to adjourn Pete Allard seconded by Ron Wilcox meeting adjourns at 7:47 
 

 


